AP UNITED STATES HISTORY
2025 Summer Reading Assignment
Mr. Wright


For your summer reading assignment, you will read Robert Penn Warren’s All the King’s Men. This Pulitzer Prize-winning novel, published in 1946, tells the story of charismatic populist governor Willie Stark and his political machinations in the Depression-era Deep South. It was inspired by the real-life story of U.S. Senator Huey P. Long, who was assassinated in 1935. You may read an unabridged edition of your choice. 

You will be evaluated on the effort you put into completing responses to the attached guided reading questions. This will be the first major grade for the class. You do not have to answer the questions in complete sentences, but I expect your responses to demonstrate close reading and thoughtful analysis. You should read through the questions before you begin reading the text so that they can actually guide your reading. (That’s the purpose of guided reading questions, right?)  

Your completed questions are due on Google Classroom before class on Thursday, August 7. 

Here are some suggestions for reading and analyzing literary works for a history class: 

To read historical fiction effectively for a history class, focus on understanding the historical context, analyzing character motivations, and identifying key themes. Take notes, re-read important sections, and engage with the text by asking questions about the author's arguments and the historical accuracy of the portrayal. 

Here's a more detailed breakdown:

1. Understanding the Historical Context:

· Read the title and introduction:
These often provide a good overview of the author's perspective and the book's main argument. 

· Look for key events and figures:
Identify the historical period and events the novel is set in, and note if any historical figures are featured. 

· Consider the author's perspective:
Does the author seem to favor a particular interpretation of history, and why? 


2. Analyzing Characters and Their Motivations:

· Pay attention to character development: 
How do characters change throughout the story, and what factors influence their actions? 

· Consider the social and economic context: 
How does the time period affect the characters' relationships, opportunities, and challenges? 

· Identify character archetypes: 
Do any characters embody common historical stereotypes or representations? 

3. Identifying Key Themes:

· Look for recurring ideas and motifs: 
What messages or ideas does the author seem to be conveying through the story? 

· Consider the author's message: 
What lessons or insights does the author seem to want to impart about history and human nature? 

· Connect the novel to broader historical trends: 
How does the novel reflect or comment on the historical period it depicts? 

4. Active Reading Strategies:

· Take notes: 
Jot down questions, observations, and key quotes as you read. 

· Re-read important sections: 
Understanding complex ideas or arguments may require multiple readings. 

· Engage with the text: 
Ask questions about the author's arguments, evidence, and conclusions. 

· Discuss with classmates: 
Share your thoughts and interpretations with others. 

5. Evaluating the Historical Accuracy:

· Compare the novel to historical sources:
Research the time period and events depicted in the novel and compare them to primary and secondary sources. 
· Consider the author's choices:
Why did the author make certain choices in terms of characters, events, and themes?

· Be aware of limitations:
Historical fiction is not a perfect reflection of the past, and the author may make choices for artistic reasons. 

By following these guidelines, you can engage with historical novels in a more meaningful way and gain a deeper understanding of history and its complexities. 
Enjoy your summer, and don’t hesitate to contact me if you have any questions:

richardwright@lagrangeacademy.org 

General Comprehension & Character Analysis:

1. What is the significance of the novel's title, "All the King's Men," and its connection to the political world of Willie Stark? 
1. What are Jack Burden's initial motivations and how do they evolve throughout the story? 
1. How is Willie Stark portrayed as a charismatic and powerful figure? 
1. What role does Lucy Stark play in Willie's life and how does she influence his decisions? 
1. How does Anne Stanton's relationship with Jack Burden impact their individual journeys? 
1. What are the key differences between Willie Stark and Jack Burden's views on politics and power? 

Theme Exploration:

1. How does the novel explore the concept of corruption in politics? 
1. What is the role of "Time" in the novel, and how does it affect the characters and events? 
1. How does the novel portray the Southern setting and its influence on the characters and their actions? 
1. What are the key themes of idealism vs. pragmatism in "All the King's Men"? 
1. How does the novel explore the idea of loyalty and betrayal, especially in the context of politics? 
1. What is the significance of the relationship between Willie Stark and his followers, both those who are loyal and those who are not? 

Specific Events & Characters:

1. What is the importance of the "morning sinker and Java" for Jack Burden? 
1. How does the story of Tom Stark's football career and his eventual fate reflect the themes of the novel? 
1. What role does the character of Judge Irwin play in the novel, and how does he represent the corrupt side of politics? 
1. Why does Jack Burden ultimately marry Anne Stanton? 
1. What is the significance of Willie Stark's death in the novel, and how does it impact Jack Burden? 
1. How does the novel portray the impact of Willie Stark's actions on the people of the state, both those who support him and those who oppose him? 

Analytical & Critical Questions:

1. How does the novel challenge the reader's understanding of power and leadership? 
1. What is the author's perspective on the characters and their actions, and how does he convey it through the narrative? 
1. How does "All the King's Men" reflect the political and social climate of the 1930s and 40s? 
1. What is the lasting legacy of "All the King's Men" and its relevance to contemporary political discourse? 
1. How does the novel's structure and narrative voice contribute to its overall meaning and impact? 

